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WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU CONFIRMS THAT
AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE OPERATOR LICENSE EXAMINATIONS
MAY BE HELD REMOTELY
The Amateur Radio Service provides opportunities for self-training, intercommunication, and technical
investigations for qualified persons of any age who are interested in radio technique solely with a personal
aim and without pecuniary interest. To operate an Amateur Radio Service station, an operator must have
an FCC license. The Commission issues three classes of operator licenses, each authorizing a different
level of privilege.1 The class for which each licensee is qualified is determined during an examination by
the level of skill and knowledge in operating a station that the licensee demonstrates to volunteer
examiners, who conduct this testing on behalf of FCC-certified volunteer examiner coordinators.
Many potential amateur radio test takers and volunteer examiners have contacted the Chairman and the
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau to request that the Commission allow remote testing in light of
current public health guidelines regarding social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic. We make
clear here that nothing in the FCC’s rules prohibits remote testing, and prior FCC approval is not required
to conduct remote tests.2 The Commission provides flexibility to volunteer examiners and coordinators
who wish to develop remote testing methods or to increase remote testing programs already in place.3
We recognize that some volunteer examiner coordinators may not have the immediate capacity for
widespread remote testing. We expect those volunteer examiner coordinators with limited remote testing
capacity to work closely with those requesting such testing to prioritize any available remote testing slots.
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We note that three additional license classes have been grandfathered under Commission rules.
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Amendment of the Amateur Service Rules Governing Qualifying Examination Systems, WT Docket Nos. 12-282,
09-209, Report and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 6311, 6318, para. 21 (2014).
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Id. at 6318, para. 22.

