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MEETING
April 5, 2016

Socidizing - 6:30 PM
Meeting - 7:00 PM
Crygd Lake Bank

5100 Northwest Hwy
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Program:

Non-Resonant Antennas

Speaker is Jack , WOMU

| quess so because all | got was the

fite - JH)

Vol. 16 #4

Apr. Hamfests

2 Superfest
AES Milwaukee

16 Stoughton (WI)
www.gsl.net/mara

30 Cedarburg (WI)
www.ozaukeeradioclub.

Apr. Contests

3 NA Sprint

10 NMQP
16 Feld Hell
Sprint

16-17 NDak QP

17 ARRL
Rookie Round-
Up

24 10-10 Spring
Digital

Apr. DX
7 E44YL Palestine
lo VKOEK Heardls
11 5V7D Togo

12 ET7L Ethiopia

et IMLCWLAL NEWS

April 2016

April 18 World Amateur Radio Day

SPECIAL EVENT STATION W9TY on
Saturday, February 6, 2016 between 1700Z
(11:00 CST) and 2300Z (17:00 CST)
commemorating the Diamond, lllinois coal
mine disaster of 1883. Operation is planned
for 21.285, 14.265 or 7.265. Check our listing
in February QST. Both the scene of the
disaster and our Special Event Station are
located in the same county, Grundy County,
llinois. Here is a brief summary of what
happened:

In the town of Diamond is a memorial marker
to one of the worst coal mine disasters in
llinois that occurred on February 16, 1883.
At about 11 AM, a three blast whistle was
sounded after an unusual amount of water
was discovered flowing at the bottom of the
mineshaft. All families within several miles
knew what it meant: the mine was flooding! In
all, seventy-four men and boys perished
leaving behind thirty-nine widows and ninety-
three fatherless children. The memorial with
a bronze plate containing the names of the
victims was dedicated on September 6, 1926.
For the full story, follow this link:

http://hinton-
gen.com/coal/grundy_diamond.html#disaster

STRAY Dipole on the ground after a storm.
Half acre back yard and the dogs manage to
poop on that little wire. Think it will help the
SWR?

KB4XV de Eham.net
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www.qsl.net/mara
www.ozaukeeradioclub.
http://hinton-

RENEW

MEMBERSHIP

2016
Still only $10.00

Pay at meeting
(N9OK) or use
application form at

mcwa.org

FIELD DAY 2016 !

Return to Emricson
Park ! Back where it
all began in 1978 !

M.C.W.A. NEWS

OFFICERS & STAFF

PIESIAENT ...ttt ettt b ettt ae st b e s e s et e be et seRe et et e ae et e b e e enete e nenete s .JmMcDonald, N7US
jim@n7us.net
R TeT=Y == o (= o PRSP MikeM droka, WB8BZK.
whb8bzk@ard.net
SECTEAIY ...euveeteieteite ettt e et b b e R st e e bt e b h e R R e R E e R R e Rt e st n e ner s Roger Soott, KFOD
kfod@ar .net
LG 25 U= TSROSO Joe Robin, NOOK
n9ok@arrl.net
PIOGIAIMIS ...ttt Jack Hudson, WOMU
jack@w9mu.net
INBWSIELEES ..ottt ettt s et e ae s s e e e seebe b et enees et eseesessensebeebeseneesennenes Jerry Haen, NOAVY
n9avy@arn .net

* kk kk k kkkk kkkkhkkkkKk kK Kk Kx X

NEW ! McHenry Wireess Association VE Testing NEW !
Contact is Steve Maresso (KBOOLD) 847-477-3518

Testing is conducted (quarterly) at 7:00pm on the Third Tuesday for the months
of February, May, August, and November.Wak in’s welcome until 8:00pm. No
appointment necessary.Teging Requirements

1. Cod for 2016 is$15.00. (Cash, or check made payableto ARRL)If initid test
element is passed, the person testing may conti nue to take the next test d ement(s)
at no extracharge during the given session. Retesting of an element failed during
the sameted sesson will require pay ment of an additiona $15.00 test fee.

2. Must show origina, and provide copy of Amateur Radio license and/or CSCE
(if upgrading).

3. Must show avdid Government Issued Photo ID (Passport, Driver License or
State | DCard) for identification.

4. SS Security Number or FRN number requi red.Location: Free M ethodist
Church, 934 N. Seminary , Woodstock, 11. 60098
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“Conditions

Not Too Shabby”

Other than loud atmospheric noise,
conditions have not been too shabby. Since
last month's article | worked about 175 DX
contacts here and there amidst a busy
schedule. Contributing to these numbers
were a couple DX contests. On Eagter
weekend | squeezedin 60 DX contacts
during the CQ WPX contest. Throughout
March | show plenty of DX contacts on
10m. When 10m is open the other bands
usually cooperate even if the lower HF
bands are troubled with QRN. | worked the
3XY 1T dxpedition easily on four bands.
The5JOP group also did anicejob making
contacts easy on al bands for most hams.
Thelower bands such as 40m and down
have been noisy, but | enjoyed QSO's on
40m with South Africawith 9 plus sgnals
both ways and an easy QSO with Bulgaria
on 80m. All of these contacts were made
with 200w and various dipoles on SSB. A
coupl e contacts were made with a vertica
6 band antenna.

Other than loud atmospheric noise,
conditions have not been too shabby. Since
last month's article | worked about 175 DX
contacts here and there amidst a busy
schedule. Contributing to these numbers
were a couple DX contests. On Easter
weekend | squeezedin 60 DX contacts
during the CQ WPX contest. Throughout
March | show plenty of DX contacts on
10m. When 10mis open the other bands

usually cooperate even if the lower
HF bands are troubled with QRN. |

usually cooperate even if the lower HF
bands are troubled with QRN. | worked
the 3XY 1T dxpedition easily on four
bands. The 5J0P group also did anicejob
making contacts easy on all bandsfor
most hams. The lower bands such as 40m
and down have been noisy, but | enjoyed
QSO's on 40m with South Africawith 9
plus signal s both ways and an easy QSO
with Bulgariaon 80m. All of these
contacts were made with 200w and
various dipoles on SSB. A couple contacts
were made with a vertical 6 band antenna.

The CQ WPX contest demondrated that even
with low sunspot numbers, the bands are more
alive than wethink. One could talk with some
DX station on 20m all night. And South
America has been especidly strong on 10m.
Onething to our advantage is the recent
Equinox and the lengthening daylight now.

Aswe crossinto April, look for DX from
Spratly Idand and East Timor (cal sgnsto be
announced). Persondlly | would like too catch
Spratly on more bands. | have one QSO with
this entry on 15m from the last dxpedition. In
addition to these, we will be looking for OJOW,
XUT7AKC, IX9IJKA, A25UK, VKIL, EP2A,
JD1BOI, E51DLD, JD1BMH, and A91HI. Of
coursg, thislist is not exhaudive.

Some warm breaks in March alowed me to do
some antenna work in high and low places. |
hopeyour sysem isready for the DX
excitement on al bands. It's aterrific hobby and
| have made radio friends around the globe.
Happy Spring DX! Dave KA9OZP

STRAY | told my wife “I think I'll work on my
antennas” She smiles and says*“ok” as she hands me the
weed eater pointing to the strings. “theselittle antennas
need worked on” True gory

N5CWF de Eham.net
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M.C.W.A.

Proposed New Congtitution Vote April 5th

The current MCWA constitution has not been updated
since 2007 and the club officers have been

cond dering anending it for severa years. A proposed
new club constitution was submitted in writing (per
our current consti tution) by the club officers (Jim
N7US President, Mike WB8BZK Vice President,
Roger KFOD Secretary and Joe N9OK Treasurer) at
the March membership meeting and paper copies were
digributed to dl who desired ahard copy at that
meeting. In addition the proposed new constitution
hasbeen placed on our club web site next to the

posti ng of our current constitution for al to review.

The current constitution has served the club fairly wel
but has become out of date and there are several new
items that the officers fed should be included in the
document. The officers used severd resourcesin

des gning the proposed consti tuti on including the
ARRL sample constitution and guidance notes found
on the ARRL web ste, our exiging conditution and a
sample constitution from the Centra Arizona DX
Association that they officers felt was extremely wel |
written.

The proposed constituti on incl udes the foll owing
along with other minor updates:

- Egablishes aclub Board of Directors to help guide
the club and to maintain continuity. The board would
include the club’ sfour officers, two new Directorsat
L arge and the immedi ate past Presi dent.

- Officer dutiesupdate including a change moving the
membership roster responsibilities from the Secretary
to the Treasurer.

- Member notification of meetings and votes will no
longer require snail mail notification.

- BOD ability to waive annud dues for true hardship
circumstances. Thisability isexpected to be used
sparingly.

--------- > next column

- Egablishment of an Honorary (non-voting)
membership cl ass. Thisability isexpected to be used

sparingly.

- Egablishment of Membership ability to remove any
Officer or Director.

- Egablishment of a Nominating Committee for club
elections.

- Egablishment of club call sign trustee assignment
criteria

- Update of dues from $15 per year to $10 per year.

- Egablishment of how things would be handled if the
club was ever dissolved.

A voteto adopt the new proposed consti tution will be
held at our April 5th 2016 regular meeting. The club
officersencourage ad| members to review the
proposed consti tuti on before the April meeting. Per
our existing consti tuti on, aminimum of 1/3 of the
membership shd | constitute aquorum for the vote.
The proposa requires a2/3 majority of votes cast at
the meeting in order to successfully pass. Members
who are unabl eto atend the April 5th meeting may
mail bdlots in advance of the vote to Roger KF9D our
club Secretary.

Mike, WBBBZK
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M.C.W.A.

From the

Editor's Desk

| Just May Be Done with Ham Radio
I
Lou giovannetti (KB2DHG)

| lovethis hobby. Been into it Sncethe 70's..

It has dways been a friend to me and company when |
was londly...

| have enjoyed many years of fun, excitement, made
good friends and got a great educati on...

Man how greset it has been making contactsall over the
world... it wasthat, an exotic DX contact was one of
those rare moments, which really made usthrill over
the hobby. Those long QSO's and fogering great
friendships...

Widl | am finding, more and more rare these days, to
have a long QSO! No longer thewant for that distant
DX Country, | long for a decent QSO outside of,
signal, report rig, weather and QTH...

| mean, really why get onthe air at all if al your going
to get isasignal report, the rig, QTH and weether???

| was in the shack one cold wintry day and decided to
make some good QSO contacts. After about 4 contacts

| just gave up. It wasthe same ‘ol transfer of
information and 73! REALLY ?Why is it wedon't
want to talk and get to know each other anymore?

Try to tak meback in, but | think | am losing it for
ham radio? Something | never ever thought | would
say or do...

{Ed. this was from a forum at Ehamnet. . A response
from a German seemed like a bit of good advice. His
reply follows:}

| have Asperger's Syndrome which means tha (in my
case) conversation can be difficult unless we very
quickly find acommon frame of reference between us.
It also meant that my first monthson air were aVERY
nervous experience but one day | saw someonedse
operate and | realized the trick.

Thisoperator worked with apad and paper by his side
rather than the logbook and during theinitia contact
he noted down what antennaand what transceiver the
other gation was using. He then made a point of

asking them questi ons about their equipment. How
easy did they find tuning up therig? How is that TTFD
working out? What did they use as spacers when they
made their ladder line?

Conversation, just like Morse codeis a ill and once |
learned the skill my contacts | asted |onger. Radio hams
tak e pride in their equipment and if you push them a
littlethey'll talk about it for ages trust me in this. My
record is a45 minute CW QSO with an IC-7800 owner
tal king about complex front pand s

Now, granted, you will have quite afew name, QTH,
rig, antenna, weather QSOsbut if you push a little you
may find that some of these QSOs turn into a
conversation.

Peter DL8OV ”

Ed. Perhapsthisisa sign of something in our hobby
that has changed . Havewelog the art of conversation
? There have been times when thiseditor has been
scanni ng the bands only to stop and listen to an
interesti ng conversati on between 2 hams. Thisdoesn't
happen as much asin the pag. With the advent of DX
spotti ng networks all people want to do is get in and
get that 9gnd report. Has ham radio come down to
this? Digita modes are worse with their macros of
canned data. WHAT DO YOU THINK ???
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M.W.C.A.

Since 1978

More

From the

HH LY

f Editors Desk

'\."\.'lrm'\."\.'\.'lvii'

Small Rant withall the comments flying
back and forth about refarming the bands, there still
needs to be more done.

Nowhere is thismore apparent than in the digital
portions where variousdigital modes cannot coexist.
RTTY stations QRM the heck out of low-power PSK
stations. Other digitd modes QRM each other aswdll.
The problem seems to be that thereisno worl dwide
band plan. Thisissomething that needs to be tackled
asmore and more digital modes arein use.

Digitd modes like PSK 31, PSK63, PSK125, RTTY,
Héd lschreiber, ROS, Contestia, JT-65, MFSK16,
Amtor, Pactor, G-tor, Clover, HF packet, MT-63,
Throb, Olivia, Domi noEx, and many otherswhich
show up on the bands

As you can seethere are many digital modes which
you've probably never heard of. As peopl e experiment
itwill belikey more digital modeswill show up, al
fighting to carve out the own piece of spectrum.

Add to this the fact the no one owns a frequency and
you havethe makings for feuds. Oh, and | et'snot
forget that CW station have therun of the bands!
They can go anywhere they like and often do much to
dismay of digitd operators

S0, someone out there may have asolution and it can't
comefast enough. The ham that figuresit out should
have a gatue erected in hishonor !

-30

STRAY The only reason old hams are deaf is because
when they reach 70 years old, people sart ydling a
them and this impai rstheir hearing.

KI7DG de eham.net

When You Least Expect It, Expect It!

Patrick Greenlee (NBG) on March 26, 2016

A while back | had an i ntermittent unacceptable
V SWR with an antenna and feedli ne that had been
performing flawlessly.

| wondered what could cause an i ntermittent VSWR.
After much wondering and Ohm meter tests of long
coax runs | got so frustrated | threw together a quickie
dipol e just outside the door to my shack asa
confidence buil der that something could work.

| was short enough coax to reach out to the antenna 0
| joined all my spare jumpersto add |ength to the coax
run. | didn't have enough barrel connectors (AKA
double female to accept PL-259 connectors) so | used
some“T” connectors with one connection unused. |

finally got enough coax | ength to connect to the
antenna. Y ay!

| had intermittent VSWR... Boo! On a hunch |
eliminated one jumper and the problem pers sted so |
put that one back and removed another. The third time
was acharm. Without that jumper in-line the antenna
loaded up finewith low VSWR. Y ay!

| Ohm' ed the apparent cul prit jumper; shield was
continuous, center conductor was continuous, center to
shield was open. Huh? Put it back in the daisy chain
and got bad VSWR.

| cut the jumper in half and removed afew inches of
jacket from one of the cut ends. Then | cut off alittle
more center conductor and... Funny thing, the center
conductor wasn't centered; it was up against thefoil
lay er under the braid.
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M.C.W.A.

When you least expect .. cont'd

No continuity at the low DC voltage applied
in Ohm’ing the jumper but apparently not the
case with higher voltages of RF.

No more bargain jumpers from hamfests no
matter how professona they look or how low
the cost.

NJ5G from Eham.net

[Ed. - Thiscanbe a common occurrencein
the shack. Once had a commercial cable
assembly from ham radio stor e that was bad.
Before you install a new cable or even a used
one, it'sa good idea to have an antenna
analyzer & dummy load on hand for checking
cables before finding out the hard way . |

Gary Shandling - ex-KD60OY SK

Comedian, actor, and TV personality Garry Shandling,
ex-KD6OY, died March 24 &fter suffering an apparent
heart atack in Los Angd es. Hewas 66. Shandling
became a ham as ateenager in the 1960s, |ong before
he entered show business.

“When | was 13 | had aham radio et (true!), so |

could sit in my room and talk to people the worl d-over.
Geeky? Or just ahead of my time!!?” Shandling had
tweeted in May 2011.

Shandling grew up in Arizonaand majored in
electrica engineering a the University of Arizona. But
went on to earn adegree in marketing and
complete some post-graduate work in cregtive
writing. Heworked in marketing for atime,
but a script he wrote for “Sanford and Son”
turned into his firg big break into entertainment.

Comedian, actor, and TV personality Garry Shandling,
ex-KD6OY, died March 24 after suffering an apparent
heart atack in Los Angd es. Hewas 66. Shandling
became a ham as ateenager in the 1960s, |ong before
he entered show business.

“When | was 13 | had aham radio st (true!), so |
could sit in my room and talk to people the worl d-over.

Geeky? Or just ahead of my time!!?” Shandling had tweeted in
May 2011.

Shandling grew up in Arizonaand majored in
electrica engineering a the University of Arizona. But
went on to earn a degree in marketing and complete
some post-graduate work in cregtive writing. He
worked in marketing for atime, but ascript he wrote
for “Sanford and Son” turned into hisfirg big break
into entertainment.

de ARRL
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M.C.W.A.

“Elmer” Inspiration, EImer
“Bud” Frohardt Jr, WADY, SK

03/24/2016

The ham radio mentor who inspired the term “Elmer”
— Elmer P. “Bud” Frohardt Jr, WODY (ex-W9GFF),
of Madison, Wisconsin — died on March 22. Hewas
93. A friend and co-worker of the late Rod Newkirk,
WO9BRD (later VA3ZBB), who edited QST’s “How’ s
DX?" column, Frohardt was the“ Elmer™ that Newkirk
had in mind when he used the namein his March 1971
column, referring to someone who helped to mentor
new Amateur Radio licenseesand calling them “the
unsung fathersof Amateur Radio.”

“Too frequently one hears asad gory in thislittle
nutshdl: ‘Oh, | dmost got aticket, too, but Elmer,
WOXYZ, moved away and | kind of lost intereq,’”

Newkirk had written. “We need those EImers All the
Elmers, including the ham who took the mogt time and

trouble to give you apush toward your license, are the
bi rds who keep this great game young and fresh.”

On AC6V’s“Origin of Ham Speak” web page, John
Becker, KOMM, is quoted assaying, “Bud wasvery
wed | known locdly for hisinvolvement with the
RAMS (Radio Amateur M egacycl e Soci ety) radio
club, and he was dways helping newcomers to the
hobby .”

An ARRL Life Member, Frohardt, who preferred to be
cdled “Bud,” had worked as acommunications
technician for thelllinois State Police, retiring in 1986.
Licensed in the 1930s, he was aveteran DXer,
eventually working al 381 countries at that timefrom
hisformer homein Chicago. When he moved into an
antenna-restri cted nei ghborhood in the 1990s, he
enthusiagically began chasing DX from his car,
racking up 326 entities while operating from the back
seat. He also was active in the annual 111inois QSO
Party, which he managed at one point.

“Am most proud of all thewonderful young people |
have been able to interes over the years in science,
radio, DX, CW, and electronics,” Frohardt wrote on
his QRZ.com page. “Many of them have become
excdlent operators engineers, scientigs doctors or
business people.” — Thanksto The Daily DX

de ARRL

[ Ed. | hadtheprivilegeof knowing Bud through
handling his QSL cards at the W9 Bureau for several
years. Hewas living in Elgin at that time on the
South side of 1-90 just Weg of Fox River. Almost
daily he would go to the shopping center pg | ot just
North of 1-90 and operate mobil e. The amount of DX
he wor ked from that little mobile station was amazng !
There are many who probably couldn't work that kind
of DX with big antennasand anplifiers. Bud suffered
a stroke a while back and was moved to S. Charles
and then up to Madison (M). RIP Bud!]
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